
 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m. 
  Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 

 
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Tuesday  @ 9:30 a.m.   
Thursday @ 9:30 a.m. 

 
   ADORATION  

  Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 
 

   CONFESSION   
  Tuesday 9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. 
 Thursday 9:10 a.m. -9:25 a.m. 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  
8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

 
CHURCH HOURS 

7:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
(Pin may be required-2418) 

 
SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 

(828) 634-1377 
 

Father’s door is always open. 
Call   828-526-2418 
For an appointment                          

Mission Staff 

Parochial Administrator—Rev. Fr. Jason Barone 
Office Administrator – Lori McCarley 

Bookkeeper—Karen Sledge 
Technology—John McCarley 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte 

August 2,  2026 
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for Sunday 

First Reading: Isaiah 55: 1-3 
Responsorial Psalm: 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18   

Second Reading Romans 8:35, 37-39  
Gospel: Matthew 4: 4b 

Address: 315 N. 5th St., Highlands, NC 28741 * Phone: (828) 526-2418 

Email: olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org * Website: olmhighlands.com 

Follow us on Facebook 

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church 

Church hours for private prayer are 

Monday—Sunday  7:00am-8:00pm. 
 

Must use pin code if office not open. 

 

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church 

Highlands, North Carolina 

Resources on the 
Catholic Faith 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/145?8
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/8?35


 

 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 2, 2026 

Parish Calendar 
Friday, July 31 
 Office Closed 
 Feast Day Set up  
 Church Open 7am—8pm; Pin required 
Saturday, August 1 
 Office Closed 
 Confessions 3:40 p.m. 
 Rosary @ 3:40 p.m. 
 English Mass at 4:00pm 
 Open House of new church following Mass 
 Church Open 7am—8pm; Pin not req during Mass 
Sunday,  August 2 
 Office Closed 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 English Mass @ 11:00am  
 Open House of new church following Mass 
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in hall 
 Church Open 7am-8pm; Pin not req during Mass 
Monday, August 3 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—8:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, August 4 
 Office Closed 
 Confession at 9:10am 
 English Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—8pm; Pin not req during office hours  
 Community Dinner at Community Bldg 6:00pm 
Wednesday, August 5 
 Office Closed 
 Faith on Tap 4:30pm-6:30pm in parish hall/lawn 
 Church Open 7a—8pm; Pin not req during office hours 
Thursday, August 6 
 Office Open 8:00am—2:00pm 
 Confession at 9:10am 
 Adoration 9:00am-9:30am 
 English Mass @ 9:30am 
 Choir practice 4:30pm-5:45pm  
 Church Open 7a—8pm; Pin not req during office hours 
Friday, August 7 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—8pm; Pin required 
Saturday, August 8 
 Office Closed 
 Confessions 3:40 p.m. 
 Rosary @ 3:40 p.m. 
 English Mass @ 4:00 p.m. 
 Open House of new church following Mass 
 Church Open 7am—8pm; Pin not req during Mass  
Sunday, August 9 
 Office Closed 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 English Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in hall 
 Open House of new church following Mass 
 Church Open 7am-8pm; Pin not required during Mass 
Monday, August 10 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—8:00pm-Pin Required  

      
Office closed on July 30, August 4 & 5   

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God  

                                                                  and greater love to our neighbors. 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

             Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Date Mass Intention/Requested 

8/1/26 Low English Mass Jeff Gauwitz+ 
By Carmen Allen 

8/2/26 Sung English Mass Parishioners of OLM 

8/4/26 Low English Mass Mary Pittari+ 
By Pittari Family 

8/6/26 Low English Mass John & Patricia Pittari+ 
By Pittari Family 

8/8/26 Low English Mass Nick Barry 
By Carmen Allen 

8/9/26 Sung English Mass OPEN 

8/11/26 Low English Mass Jeff Gauwitz+ 
By Carmen Allen 

Mass Key 
Low Mass: little/no singing and no incense.  
Sung Mass: hymns and moderate chanting and may have incense. 
Solemn Mass: hymns, extensive chanting, and incense. 

Liturgical Schedule 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook, Maureen Pierce,  

Marianne Mahaffey, Zan Smith, Paul Schmitt, Carolyn Bruce, 
John Turner, Mason Dorsey, Bill St. John,  

Mike Oleksyk, Sathena Cabler, John Mavar, Pat Fay,  
Jim Schulte, Christopher Travis, Fred Gehrisch, Sr.,  

Claire Vaugn, Eric Klausner, Brady Como, Joe Tonini, Alex Hill 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE  
SOULS IN PURGATORY 

Jim and Thelma Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins,  
Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Clara Lewicki, 

Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin,  
Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, Lucille Devane,  

Carolyn Neupauer, John Wilding, Joan Hatch, Lee Smith 
James and Laure Walsh, Joe and Tess Cowen, Sue Schulte,  

Steven Fox, Donald McBurney, Marilyn Riva, George Schmitt, 
Frank Neely, Pope Francis, Patricia Bollinger, Father Francis, 
Father Casmir, Martin de Laureal, Sandra & Emilio Delgado,  

Anthony Bruno, Greg Thompson, Barbara Molloy,  
Chip & Susan Robert, Howard Golwen, Donald McBurney, 

John and Patricia Pittari 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 
 

MILITARY/DEPLOYED 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States 

in the military and contract workers deployed in hostile areas. 

Contact the office to request a Mass intention. 



 

 

A CALL TO SHARE 

                                                      

Mass Date Attendance Collection 

July 25 138 $2,697.00* 

July 26 230 $3,617.00 

Father Barone’s Column 
 

Why We Need the Gift of Wisdom 
Excerpts from the National Catholic Register 

 
Wisdom is the first and greatest gift of the Holy Spirit in confirmation, because it perfects faith by 
bringing it to fruition in concrete acts of love. Wisdom, of course, is highly valued throughout the Old 
Testament. Indeed, there is an entire genre of literature in the Old Testament known as “Wisdom litera-
ture,” which includes such books as Proverbs, the Song of Songs, Ecclesiastes and (surprise!) Wisdom. 

 
The Old Testament is chockablock with exhortations to “‘Get Wisdom, get understanding!’ … Do not forsake her, and she 
will keep you, love her, and she will guard you. The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom, and whatever you get, get  
insight” (Proverbs 4:5-7).  

 
The great Old Testament model of Wisdom was Solomon who was offered his choice of anything in the world by God and 
chose Wisdom. God’s reply is as true for us as it was for him: 

 
“Because this was in your heart, and you have not asked possessions, wealth, honor, or the life of those who hate you, and 
have not even asked long life, but have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself that you may rule my people over whom I 
have made you king, wisdom and knowledge are granted to you. I will also give you riches, possessions, and honor, such as 
none of the kings had who were before you, and none after you shall have the like” (2 Chronicles 1:11-12). 

 
If that sounds suspiciously like Jesus’ saying, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and everything else will be added 
as well” that’s because exactly the same principle lies at the heart of both. Wisdom values properly those things we believe 
through faith. It puts first things first (the love of God) and second things second (the love of neighbor and the goods of this 
world). 

 
This points to something very significant in the Jewish, Greek, and Christian traditions concerning Wisdom: namely, that it is 
both heavenly minded and practical, like a woman in charge of running a busy household. Indeed, in all three of these  
traditions, Wisdom is identified with the feminine. Sophia is the Greek word for wisdom and the Greek deity identified with 
wisdom was the feminine Athena, not the masculine Zeus. And in the Christian tradition, the Blessed Virgin Mary, by her 
“Yes” to the Spirit of Wisdom gives her very flesh and blood so that Christ, “the wisdom of God” (1Cor1:24) can be  
enfleshed in a human body. 

Thank you for your support! 
*Includes mail in donations 

Online Giving as of 7/28/26 
$5,530.00 

Save the 
Dates 

August 13 
Shroud of Turin 

Presentation 

August 16 
Funeral Preplan-

ning Seminar 

September 1 
Community  

Dinner  
sponsored  

by OLM 

September 6 
Consecration of 

new church 



 

 

 Capital Campaign Update 

as of July 8, 2026 

Coming  

August 13 

10:15am 

Fundraising Goal* $15,832,852 

Amount Pledged $14,179,030 

Amount Needed    $1,653,823 

Amount Collected $13,179,711 

% of Pledge Goal Achieved 90% 

Number of Donors 411 

*Due to generous donations & construction needs, the following out 
of scope items were added to the current scope of work: millwork, 
marble flooring, and front facade 

Sponsors  
OLM Men’s and 
Women’s Clubs 

Live Streaming equipment $25,000 

Custom Millwork $525,000 

 $375,000 to finish 

 $200,000 to finish 

  

HELP US COMPLETE  

OUR NEW CHURCH 

Make a donation toward debt reduction and  
to complete the following:  

                   St. Monica Novena 
August 18-26 

9 Shared Masses with St. Jude 
Saint Monica was the mother of Saint 
Augustine. She is credited for being a 
holy and faith-filled mother whose   
prayers brought about the conversion of 
her son, Augustine. This novena can be 
prayed for any intention, especially for 
wayward children.  

Pick up pink envelopes on tables, return 
by August 16. 

Pledge and donate online:  
https://olmhighlands.com/capital-campaign/make-a-pledge/ 

 
To memorialize items contact: MemorializeOLM@gmail.com 

Funeral Preplanning Seminar 

By Macon County Funeral Home 

 

Sunday, August 16  

(after 11am Mass) 

Parish Hall 

No RSVP Needed 

 


