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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m.
(5/23/26-10/24/26)

Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m.

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Tuesday @ 9:30 a.m.
Thursday
Vatican Il Latin Mass @ 9:30 a.m.

CONFESSION

Tuesday 9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m.
Thursday 9:10 a.m. -9:25 a.m.
Sunday— 10:40 a.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
(Pin may be required-2418)

SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY
(828) 634-1377

Father’s door is always open.
Call 828-526-2418
For an appointment

MM/ 3, Z0Zb
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Readings for Sunday

First Reading: Acts 6: 1-7
Psalm: 33: 1-2, 4-5, 18-19
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:4-9
Gospel: John 14: 1-12

Mission Staff

Parochial Administrator—Rev. Fr. Jason Barone
Office Administrator — Lori McCarley
Bookkeeper—Karen Sledge
Director of Operations -Thomas Fitzpatrick
Technology—John McCarley

Church hours for private prayer are
Monday—Sunday, 8:00am-6:00pm.

3 YouTube
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Channel Name: OLMSt.Jude’s

Page Name: Our Lady of the Mountains
Catholic Church

Address: 315 N. 5th St., Highlands, NC 28741 * Phone: (828) 526-2418

Email: olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org * Website: olmhighlands.com



Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2026
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Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving due glory to God

and greater love to our neighbors.

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving

Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ.

Liturgical Schedule

Date Mass Intention/Requested
5/3/26 Sung English Mass Mark Foster

By Sharon Fox
5/5/26 Low English Mass Mary Pittari+

By Pittari Family
5/7/26 Low Latin Mass Patricia Pittari+

By Pittari Family
5/10/26 Sung English Mass Mother’s Day Novena
5/12/26 Low English Mass Mother’s Day Novena
5/14/26 Low Latin Mass Mother’s Day Novena
5/17/26 | Solemn Englis Mass Mother’s Day Novena

Mass Key
Low Mass: little/no singing and no incense.
Sung Mass: hymns and moderate chanting and may have incense.
Solemn Mass: hymns, extensive chanting, and incense.

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook, Maureen Pierce,
Marianne Mahaffey, Zan Smith, Paul Schmitt, Carolyn
Bruce, John Turner, Mason Dorsey, Bill St. John,
Mike Oleksyk, Sathena Cabler, John Mavar, Pat Fay,
Jim Schulte, Christopher Travis, Fred Gehrisch, Sr.,
Claire Vaugn, Eric Klausner

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE
SOULS IN PURGATORY
Jim and Thelma Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins,
Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Patricia
Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek,
Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn,
Lucille Devane, Carolyn Neupauer, John Wilding,
James and Laure Walsh, Joan Hatch, Lee Smith, Joe and
Tess Cowen, Sue Schulte, Steven Fox, Donald McBurney
Marilyn Riva, George Schmitt, Frank Neely, Pope Francis,
Patricia Bollinger, Father Francis, Father Casmir,
Martin de Laureal, Sandra & Emilio Delgado,
Anthony Bruno, Greg Thompson, Barbara Molloy,
Chip & Susan Robert, Howard Golwen, Donald McBurney

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

MILITARY/DEPLOYED
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States
in the military and contract workers deployed in hostile areas.

PARISH CALENDAR

Friday, May 1

Office Closed

Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin not required during Mass
Saturday, May 2

Office Closed

Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin required
Sunday, May 3

Office Closed

Rosary @ 10:35am

Confessions 10:40 a.m.

English Mass @ 11:00am

Food and Fellowship following Mass

Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not required during Mass
Monday, May 4

Office Closed

Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required
Tuesday, May 5

Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm

Confession at 9:15am

English Mass @ 9:30am

Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours
Wednesday, May 6

Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm

Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours
Thursday, May 7

Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm

Confession at 9:10am

Latin Mass @ 9:30am

Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours
Friday, May 8

Office Closed

Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required
Saturday, May 9

Office Closed

Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required
Sunday, May 10

Office Closed

Rosary @ 10:35am

Confessions 10:40 a.m.

English Mass @ 11:00am

Food and Fellowship following Mass in hall

Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not req during Mass
Monday, May 11

Office Closed

Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required
Tuesday, May 12

Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm

Confession at 9:10am

English Mass @ 9:30am

Men's and Women's Club MTG @ 5:00pm

Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours
Wednesday, May 13

Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm

Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours
Thursday, May 14

Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm

Confession at 9:10am

Latin Mass @ 9:30am

Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours




Father Barone’s Column

Sub Tuum Praesidium: The Oldest Prayer to Mary
Fr. Barone

Catholics are known for praying to Mary, but how long have we been doing this? I suppose one can
make the argument that the first recorded prayer to Mary took place at the wedding feast of Cana,
when somebody brought a need of the community to the mother of Jesus, who, in turn, obtained a miracle from her Son
by her intercession. Of course, both she and her divine Son were still living, so what recorded evidence do we have of
praying to Mary following the end of their earthly lives?

As of today, the oldest extant prayer that we possess is called the “Sub Tuum Praesidium” or “Under Thy Protection.” It
comes to us in the form of a 3rd century Egyptian papyrus and is written in Greek. Roughly 250-280AD. The English
translation is as follows: “Under your protection we take refuge, Oh Holy Mother of God. Do not despise our petitions
in our necessities, but deliver us from all dangers, Oh Always Virgin, Glorious and Blessed.”

“Sub Tuum Praesidium” or “Sub Tuum” is a Latin translation of the first few words and gives us the common title of the
prayer.

This prayer is particularly important because it is direct evidence of Christians praying to Mary in the earliest centuries
of the church and before the Emperor Constantine legalized Christianity in 311AD. Often non-Catholics will make the
assertion that the Catholic Church began under Emperor Constantine who sought to paganize the pure Christian religion
with innovations such as prayers to saints. The Sub Tuum, however, stands in testimony against such a claim.

Also important is the title that Mary is given in this very ancient prayer, namely, “Mother of God” or “God bearer.”
Again, non-Catholics today shy away from giving Mary this title or any other honorific, opting rather to describe her as
a mere good Christian. On the contrary. Christians from the earliest centuries understood Mary to play a very unique
role in Christianity precisely as Mother of God.

So, during this month dedicated to Mary, let us have confidence in our prayers to the Queen of Heaven trust-
ing we are maintaining the customs of the Church in the earliest centuries.
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June 22-26

April 26 117 $2,478.00*

April 19 141 $7,442.00*

Join the Club!
Thank you for your support! The next OLM Men’s and Women’s Club meeting is May 12 @
* — . . 5:00 PM. in the parish hall. Get involved in the events at your
Includes mail in donations church by volunteering your time through the club. Call the office

for more information. 828-526-2418.

Pray Your Rosary




CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Item(s) still available for Memorialization
Fourteen (14) pews—$10K each
Front Steps from sidewalk—$40,000 (secured)
Lawn/landscaping—$55,000 (secured)

Latest News
Go to our YouTube Channel
OLMStJude’s

Capital Campaign
Update
as of
March 31, 2026

BUILDING A BEACON
of CATHOLIC FAITH

Fundraising Goal* $15,267,017
Amount Pledged $13,977,227
Amount Needed $1,289,790
Amount Collected $12,759,999
% of Pledge Goal Achieved 92%
Number of Donors 404

*Fundraising Goal includes Millwork, Marble Flooring, and Front Facade

Scripture
Resources

Capital

C . YouTube
ampaign

Coming This Summer to OLM

THE SHROUD OF

TURIN IS AUTHENTIC
o EHE

JANIS WINCHESTER

August 13, 2026 10:15 A.M.
Sponsored by OLM Women's & Men'’s Clubs

Naming and Memorial Gifts
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For more information on available
donation ideas,
contact Catherine Turner at

MemorializeOLM@gmail.com

OLM Website Catholic Resources

Do you have questions about the Catholic
faith or want to know more, Our website now
has a resource page with a great number of
links to helpful videos that explain various as-
pects of the Faith. Check it out on our website.

Wwuw.Olmhighlands.com )

Mether's Bay Novena of Masaes
May 10—May 18

Father will celebrate nine Masses in memorial to your

mother and women who were like mothers to you.

Envelopes are on the tables at each door. Drop the envelope

in the offertory basket on either Aﬂril 26 or May 3. You may

also send via USPO or drop off at the office during business
ours.

Need to Catch-Up?

Are you in need of catching up on your sacraments? Have
you not yet received baptism, first Holy Communion,
confirmation? Do you need to have your marriage regular-
ized in the Catholic Church?

Or are you interested in becoming Catholic?

Contact the office 828-526-2418




