
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

  Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Tuesday  @ 9:30 a.m.   

Thursday 
Vatican II Latin Mass @ 9:30 a.m. 

  

   CONFESSION   
  Tuesday 9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. 
 Thursday 9:10 a.m. -9:25 a.m. 

Sunday— 10:40 a.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

(Pin may be required-2418) 
 

SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 
(828) 634-1377 

 
Father’s door is always open. 

Call   828-526-2418 
For an appointment                          

Mission Staff 
Parochial Administrator—Rev. Fr. Jason Barone 

Office Administrator – Lori McCarley 
Bookkeeper—Karen Sledge 

Director of Operations -Thomas Fitzpatrick 
Technology—John McCarley 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte 

March 15,  2026 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Readings for Sunday 
First Reading: Exodus 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

Psalm: 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
Second Reading:  Ephesians 5:8-14 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 

Address: 315 N. 5th St., Highlands, NC 28741 * Phone: (828) 526-2418 

Email: olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org * Website: olmhighlands.com 

Channel Name: OLMSt.Jude’s 

Page Name: Our Lady of the Mountains 
                   Catholic Church 

Church hours for private prayer are Monday—Sunday, 8:00am-
6:00pm. 

 

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church 

Highlands, North Carolina 



 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
March 15, 2026 

Parish Calendar 

Friday,  March 13 
 Office Closed 
 Stations of the Cross @ 12 noon 
 Soup & Scripture after Stations of the Cross 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Saturday, March 14 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required 
Sunday, March 15 
 Office Closed 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 Confessions 10:40 a.m. 
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in hall 
 Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not req during Mass 
Monday, March 16 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, March 17 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Confessions at 9:10am 
 English Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Wednesday, March 18 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Thursday, March 19 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Confessions at 9:10am 
 Low Latin Mass at 9:30am  
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Friday, March 20 
 Office Closed 
 Stations of the Cross @ 12 noon 
 Soup & Scripture after Stations of the Cross 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Saturday, March 21 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required 
Sunday, March 22 
 Office Closed 
 Confessions 10:40 a.m. 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in Hall 
 Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not required during Mass 
Monday, March 23 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, March 24 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Confessions at 9:10am 
 English Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Wednesday, March 25 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Holy Day Mass @ 11:00am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
 

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God  

                                                                  and greater love to our neighbors. 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

             Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Date Mass Intention/Requested 

3/15/26 Sung English Mass Bertha LaChance+ 
By Pauline Cavanaugh 

3/17/26 Low English Mass Barbara Molloy+ 
By McCarley Family 

3/19/26 
Low Vatican II  

Latin Mass 
Stirling Morrison+ 

By Bob and Norris Williams 

3/22/26 Sung English Mass Steven Fox+ 
By Sharon Fox 

3/24/26 Low English Mass Oliver Luke 
By Hayes—Martin Family 

3/26/26 
Low Vatican II  

Latin Mass 
Oscar Luke 

By Hayes—Martin Family 

3/29/26 Solemn English Susan Robert+ 
By Tom and Rose Hill 

Mass Key 
Low Mass: little/no singing and no incense.  
Sung Mass: hymns and moderate chanting and may have incense. 
Solemn Mass: hymns, extensive chanting, and incense. 

Liturgical Schedule 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook, Maureen Pierce,  

Marianne Mahaffey, Zan Smith, Paul Schmitt, Carolyn 
Bruce, John Turner, Mason Dorsey, Bill St. John,  

Mike Oleksyk, Sathena Cabler, John Mavar, Pat Fay,  
Jim Schulte, Christopher Travis, Fred Gehrisch, Sr.,  

Claire Vaugn, Eric Klausner 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE  
SOULS IN PURGATORY 

Jim and Thelma Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins,  
Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Patricia 

Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, 
Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn,  
Lucille Devane, Carolyn Neupauer, John Wilding, 

James and Laure Walsh, Joan Hatch, Lee Smith, Joe and 
Tess Cowen, Sue Schulte, Steven Fox, Donald McBurney 
Marilyn Riva, George Schmitt, Frank Neely, Pope Francis,  

Patricia Bollinger, Father Francis, Father Casmir,  
Martin de Laureal, Sandra & Emilio Delgado,  

Anthony Bruno, Greg Thompson, Barbara Molloy,  
Chip & Susan Robert, Howard Golwen 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 
MILITARY/DEPLOYED 

Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States 
in the military and contract workers deployed in hostile areas. 



 

 

Community 
Coat Drive 
Sponsored by  

Mountain Rotary 

Help local families stay warm. 
Donate new or clean used 

coats and/or 
warm clothing. 

Drop in bins by 
church doors.  

    Father Barone’s Column 

From the Lenten Reflections Given to Pope Leo 
By Bishop Erik Varden 

 

[Bishop Varden is a trappist bishop from Norway who gave an excellent series of Lenten reflections 
for Pope Leo and curial officials. The following is from his reflection “Becoming Free”] 

The notion of ‘freedom’ has become contentious in public discourse. Freedom is a good to 
which we all aspire; we rise up against anything which threatens to curtail or confine our freedom. 
As a result, the vocabulary of freedom is an effective rhetorical tool. 

Suggestions that the freedom of a particular group is at risk will call forth instant responses of outrage on the 
internet. It may even rally people into the piazza.  

This state of affairs poses a challenge for Christians. It is essential to qualify what we mean when, in the context 
of faith, we speak of becoming free. That is what Bernard does when he comments on the verse: ‘For he has freed me 
from the snare of the hunters and from the bitter word.’ 

For St. Bernard of Clairvaux it is evident that true freedom is not ‘natural’ to fallen man. What seems natural to 
us is to have things our way, to satisfy our desires and realize our plans without interference, to flaunt and be vaunted for 
our own brilliant lights. Bernard, addressing man in this state of delusion, is deliciously sarcastic: ‘What do you fancy 
yourself as, you smatterer?! You have become a beast for which captors’ snares are laid.’ 

The fact that we are so easily tripped up, that we keep falling into the same old snares, though we know so well 
where they lie, is to him proof good enough that we are unfree, unable on our own to make steady progress towards our 
life’s true goal, delivered instead to all sorts of obstructions and distractions. 

Rooting his understanding of freedom in the Son’s Yes! to the Father’s will, Bernard works a revolution in our 
grasp of what it means to be free. Christian freedom is not about seizing the world with force; it is about loving the 
world with a crucified love magnanimous enough to make us freely wish, one with Christ, to give our lives for it, that 
it may be set free.  

In a Christian way of thinking, no oppressive policy can be redeemed by invocations of ideological ‘freedom’. 
The only meaningful freedom is personal; and one person’s freedom cannot cancel another’s.  

To subscribe to a Christian idea of freedom is to consent to pain. When Christ tells us: ‘Resist not evil’, he does 
not ask us to countenance injustice. He lets us see that justice’s cause is sometimes best served by suffering 
for it, refusing to meet force with force.  

Our emblem of freedom remains the Son of God who ‘emptied himself’. 

Lenten Schedule 
Fridays in Lent:  

Stations of the Cross at 
12:00 noon   followed by Soup and 

Scripture  

 

Holy Day 

Masses 

St. Jude 9:30am 

OLM 11:00am 

Easter Tridium  

4/2—Holy Thursday @ 8:00pm 
 

4/3—Good Friday 
Stations of the Cross @ 3:00pm  

Confessions @ 4:00pm 
 

4/4—Easter Vigil @ 8:30pm 
 

4/5—Easter Sunday @ 11:00am 
 

Note: all will be held at OLM 

OLD Palms 

Bring your old palms 
to church on 3/22 
and 3/29.  
 
Bins will be 
at each door. 

 



 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

Items still needed for Phase I 
*Paved parking lot—$140,000 

Front Steps from sidewalk—$40,000 (secured) 
Lawn/landscaping—$55,000 (secured) 

Latest News 
Go to our YouTube Channel  

OLMSt.Jude’s  
to see the latest video update. 

                               

Campaign 

Update 

As of  

Feb. 5, 2026 

 
 

 
Memorialization  

Opportunities 
For our New Church 

 
Memorials are a permanent and holy gift to consider for our 
loved ones, living or deceased.  
   Altars, Linens, Stations, Candles and More! 
Pricing will include a bronze plaque with your  
appropriate dedication.  
Contact Catherine Turner at  

MemorializeOLM@gmail.com 

Phase 1 Goal $12,871,451 

Amount Pledged $12,563,966 

Still To Be Raised   $307,484 

Amount Collected   $11,762,090 

% of Goal ($ pledged) %98 

Number of Donors 400 

Rate of Participation 

(FT & PT Parishioners) 
62% 

OLM Website Catholic Resources 

 Do you have questions about the     
Catholic faith or want to know more, 
Our website now has a resource page 

with a great number of links to helpful 
videos that explain various aspects of 
the Faith. Check it out on our website. 

 

Www.Olmhighlands.com 

Scripture  
Resources 

Capital 
Campaign 

YouTube 

Are you a new Catholic or interested in the Catholic 
Faith? Join our series of discussions where you can 
ask questions about the Christian faith and Catholic 
teachings in a relaxed environment to help you learn 
more about Jesus and the Catholic Church and deter-
mine if you feel called to continue the process. We 
meet every other Tuesday at a parishioner’s home 
located between Highlands & Cashiers from  
6p - 7:30p.  

Call the office for more specific information.  

A CALL TO SHARE 
                                                   

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass Date Attendance Collection 

March 1 158 $5,785.00* 

March 8 140 $2,229.00* 

Online Giving As of 3/11/26 $1,915.00 

 
 

 

 

Need to Catch-Up? 
Are you in need of catching up on your sacraments? Have 
you not yet received baptism, first Holy Communion, 
confirmation? Do you need to have your marriage regu-
larized in the Catholic Church?  

Please contact the office.  

828-526-2418 

Thank you for your support! 
*Includes mail in donations 


