
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

  Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Tuesday  @ 9:30 a.m.   

Thursday 
Vatican II Latin Mass @ 9:30 a.m. 

 
No daily Mass on 3/3 & 3/5 

  

   CONFESSION   
  Tuesday 9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. 
 Thursday 9:10 a.m. -9:25 a.m. 

Sunday— 10:40 a.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

(Pin may be required-2418) 
 

SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 
(828) 634-1377 

 
Father’s door is always open. 

Call   828-526-2418 
For an appointment                          

Mission Staff 
Parochial Administrator—Rev. Fr. Jason Barone 

Office Administrator – Lori McCarley 
Bookkeeper—Karen Sledge 

Director of Operations -Thomas Fitzpatrick 
Technology—John McCarley 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte 

March 1,  2026 
Second Sunday of Lent 

Readings for Sunday 
First Reading: Genesis 12: 1-4a 
Psalm: 33: 4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 

Second Reading:  2 Timothy 1: 8b-10 
Gospel: Matthew 17: 1-9 

Address: 315 N. 5th St., Highlands, NC 28741 * Phone: (828) 526-2418 

Email: olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org * Website: olmhighlands.com 

Channel Name: OLMSt.Jude’s 

Page Name: Our Lady of the Mountains 
                   Catholic Church 

Church hours for private prayer are Monday—Sunday, 8:00am-
6:00pm. 

 

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church 

Highlands, North Carolina 



 

 

Second Sunday of Lent 
March 1, 2026 

Parish Calendar 
Friday,  February 27 
 Office Closed 
 Stations of the Cross @ 12 noon 
 Soup & Scripture after Stations of the Cross 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Saturday, February 28 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required 
Sunday, March 1 
 Office Closed 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 Confessions 10:40 a.m. 
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in hall 
 Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not req during Mass 
Monday, March 2 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, March 3 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Wednesday, March 4 
 Office Open 8:00am-1:15pm 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Thursday, March 5 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm  
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Friday, March 6 
 Office Closed 
 Stations of the Cross @ 12 noon 
 Soup & Scripture after Stations of the Cross 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Saturday, March 7 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required 
Sunday, March 8 
 Office Closed 
 Confessions 10:40 a.m. 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in Hall 
 Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not required during Mass 
Monday, March 9 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, March 10 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Confessions at 9:10am 
 English Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Wednesday, March 12 
 Office Open 8:00am-1:15pm 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
 
      

No daily Mass on  March 3 and 5  
 

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God  

                                                                  and greater love to our neighbors. 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

             Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Date Mass Intention/Requested 

3/1/26 Sung English Mass Hank and Tessa  Stuckey 
By Steve & Julie Stuckey 

3/3/26 Private Mass Debbie Herrington 
By Sharon Fox 

3/5/26 Private Mass Nick Barry 
By Carmen Allen 

3/8/26 Sung English Mass Sister Mary Trinity 
By Stuckey Family 

3/10/26 
Low Vatican II  

Latin Mass 
Deacon & Mrs. Gene Brady+ 

By Scott and Joan Love 

3/12/26 Low English Mass Janet Hope 
By Sharon Fox 

3/15/26 Sung English Mass Bertha LaChance+ 
By Pauline Cavanaugh 

Mass Key 
Low Mass: little/no singing and no incense.  
Sung Mass: hymns and moderate chanting and may have incense. 
Solemn Mass: hymns, extensive chanting, and incense. 

Liturgical Schedule 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook, Maureen Pierce,  

Marianne Mahaffey, Zan Smith, Paul Schmitt, Carolyn 
Bruce, John Turner, Mason Dorsey, Bill St. John,  

Mike Oleksyk, Sathena Cabler, John Mavar, Pat Fay,  
Jim Schulte, Christopher Travis, Fred Gehrisch, Sr.,  

Claire Vaugn, Eric Klausner 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE  
SOULS IN PURGATORY 

Jim and Thelma Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins,  
Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Patricia 

Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, 
Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn,  
Lucille Devane, Carolyn Neupauer, John Wilding, 

James and Laure Walsh, Joan Hatch, Lee Smith, Joe and 
Tess Cowen, Sue Schulte, Steven Fox, Donald McBurney 
Marilyn Riva, George Schmitt, Frank Neely, Pope Francis,  

Patricia Bollinger, Father Francis, Father Casmir,  
Martin de Laureal, Sandra & Emilio Delgado,  

Anthony Bruno, Greg Thompson, Barbara Molloy,  
Chip & Susan Robert, Howard Golwen 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 
MILITARY/DEPLOYED 

Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States 
in the military and contract workers deployed in hostile areas. 



 

 

Community 
Coat Drive 
Sponsored by  

Mountain Rotary 

Help local families stay warm. 
Donate new or clean used 

coats and/or warm clothing. 
Drop in bins by 
church doors.  

    Father Barone’s Column 

 
Pope Leo on Observing Lent 
Excerpts from vatincannews.va 

 

Let the Lord cleanse you, purify you and transform you into a unique masterpiece, Pope 
Leo XIV told the faithful on this first Sunday of Lent during his midday Angelus address in 
the Vatican. In his address, the Pope recalled the day's Gospel reading according to St. Mat-
thew, in which Jesus enters the desert and is tempted by the devil (cf. Mt 4:1–11). After fasting for forty days, 
the Pope noted that physically, through hunger, and morally, through the devil’s temptations, Christ feels the 
weight of his humanity. "He experiences the same struggle we all face on our journey," Pope Leo recognized. 
Yet, he marveled, "by resisting the evil one, He demonstrates how we, too, can overcome the devil’s deception 
and snares." "By means of prayer, fasting and almsgiving," the Pope continued, "we can renew our coopera-
tion with the Lord in the crafting of our lives as a unique masterpiece." 

"This involves allowing Him to cleanse the stains and heal the wounds of sin, as we commit to letting 
our lives blossom in beauty until they attain the fullness of love — the only source of true happiness." These 
temptations, which Jesus Himself faced, the Pope explained, "are merely poor substitutes for the joy for which 
we were created," noting, "ultimately, they leave us dissatisfied, restless and empty." 

Indeed, while penance makes us aware of our limitations, it also grants us the strength to overcome 
them and to live, with God’s help, in deeper communion with Him and with one another. 

"In this time of grace," Pope Leo said, "let us practice penance generously, alongside prayer and works 
of mercy."  "Let us create space for silence by turning off televisions, radios and cell phones for a while," the 
Pope stressed, instead suggesting we "meditate on the Word of God, approach the Sacraments, and listen to 
the voice of the Holy Spirit who speaks to us in our heart." Saying we ought to listen to one another in our 
families, workplaces and communities, the Pope urged everyone to pay special attention to those who are 
alone, especially the elderly, the poor and the sick.  

The Holy Father concluded by imploring the Virgin Mary, "who always assists her children in times of 
trial," to help us in our Lenten journey. 

Lenten Schedule 
Fridays in Lent:  

Stations of the Cross at 
12:00 noon   followed 
by Soup and Scripture  

 

March Feast Days 
 
March 3: St. Katharine Drexel 
March 4: St. Casimir 
March 5: St. Manuel Míguez González 
March 7: Sts. Perpetua and Felicity 
March 8: St. John of God 
March 9: St. Frances of Rome 
March 15: St. Clement Mary Hofbauer 
March 17: St. Patrick 
March 18: St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
March 19: St. Joseph 
March 23: St. Rafqa and St. Turibius of 
 Mogrovejo 
March 24: St. Oscar Romero 
March 25: Annunciation of the Lord 
March 27: Bl. Francesco Faà di Bruno 

 

Holy Day 

Masses 

St. Jude 

9:30am 

OLM 

11:00am 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fvatincannews.va%2F&data=05%7C02%7Colmountainshighlands%40rcdoc.org%7Cf0a91eadb6bd437138ad08de72d9dccd%7Cb0a7c9faea654c6d9aa98c8e542819b2%7C1%7C0%7C639074477302151104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJF
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-katharine-drexel
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-casimir
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-manuel-miguez-gonzalez
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/sts-perpetua-and-felicity
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-john-of-god
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-frances-of-rome
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-clement-mary-hofbauer
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-patrick
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-cyril-of-jerusalem
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-joseph
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-rafqa
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-turibius-of-mogrovejo
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-turibius-of-mogrovejo
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/st-oscar-romero
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/annunciation-of-the-lord
https://www.catholicapostolatecenterfeastdays.org/feast-days-and-solemnities/bl-francesco-faa-di-bruno


 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

Items still needed for Phase I 
*Paved parking lot—$140,000 

Front Steps from sidewalk—$40,000 (secured) 
Lawn/landscaping—$55,000 (secured) 

Latest News 
Go to our YouTube Channel  

OLMSt.Jude’s  
to see the latest video update. 

                               

Campaign 

Update 

As of  

Feb. 5, 2026 

 
 

 
Memorialization  

Opportunities 
For our New Church 

 
Memorials are a permanent and holy gift to consider for our 
loved ones, living or deceased.  
   Altars, Linens, Stations, Candles and More! 
Pricing will include a bronze plaque with your  
appropriate dedication.  
Contact Catherine Turner at  

MemorializeOLM@gmail.com 

Phase 1 Goal $12,871,451 

Amount Pledged $12,563,966 

Still To Be Raised   $307,484 

Amount Collected   $11,762,090 

% of Goal ($ pledged) %98 

Number of Donors 400 

Rate of Participation 

(FT & PT Parishioners) 
62% 

OLM Website Catholic Resources 

 Do you have questions about the     
Catholic faith or want to know more, 
Our website now has a resource page 

with a great number of links to helpful 
videos that explain various aspects of 
the Faith. Check it out on our website. 

 

Www.Olmhighlands.com 

Scripture  
Resources 

Capital 
Campaign 

YouTube 

Are you a new Catholic or interested in the Catholic 
Faith? Join our series of discussions where you can 
ask questions about the Christian faith and Catholic 
teachings in a relaxed environment to help you learn 
more about Jesus and the Catholic Church and deter-
mine if you feel called to continue the process. We 
meet every other Tuesday at a parishioner’s home 
located between Highlands & Cashiers from  
6p - 7:30p.  

Call the office for more specific information.  

A CALL TO SHARE 
                                                   

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass Date Attendance Collection 

February 8 101 $5,358.00* 

February 15 146 $2,741.00 

February 22 96 $2,118.00 

Online Giving As of 2/25/26 $5,220.00 

 
 

 

 

Need to Catch-Up? 
Are you in need of catching up on your sacraments? Have 
you not yet received baptism, first Holy Communion, 
confirmation? Do you need to have your marriage regu-
larized in the Catholic Church?  

Please contact the office.  

828-526-2418 

Thank you for your support! 
*Includes mail in donations 


