
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

  Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Tuesday  @ 9:30 a.m.   

Thursday 
Vatican II Latin Mass @ 9:30 a.m. 

 
No daily Mass on 2/10, 2/12 & 2/17 

Ash Wednesday Mass 2/18 @ 11:00am 
No daily Mass on 3/3 & 3/5 

  

   CONFESSION   
  Tuesday 9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. 
 Thursday 9:10 a.m. -9:25 a.m. 

Sunday— 10:40 a.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

(Pin may be required-2418) 
 

SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 
(828) 634-1377 

 
Father’s door is always open. 

Call   828-526-2418 
For an appointment                          

Mission Staff 
Parochial Administrator—Rev. Fr. Jason Barone 

Office Administrator – Lori McCarley 
Bookkeeper—Karen Sledge 

Director of Operations -Thomas Fitzpatrick 
Technology—John McCarley 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte 

February 8,  2026 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for Sunday 
First Reading: Isaiah 58: 7-10 

Psalm: 112: 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians  2: 1-5 

Gospel: Matthew 5: 13-16 

Address: 315 N. 5th St., Highlands, NC 28741 * Phone: (828) 526-2418 

Email: olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org * Website: olmhighlands.com 

Channel Name: OLMSt.Jude’s 

Page Name: Our Lady of the Mountains 
                   Catholic Church 

Church hours for private prayer are Monday—Sunday, 8:00am-
6:00pm. 

 

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church 

Highlands, North Carolina 



 

 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
February 8, 2026 

Parish Calendar 
Friday, February 6 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Saturday, February 7 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required 
Sunday, February 8 
 Office Closed 
 Confessions 10:40 a.m. 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in Hall 
 Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not required during Mass 
Monday, February 9 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, February 10 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Wednesday, February 11 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not Req during office hours. 
Thursday,  February 12 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Friday,  February 13 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required 
Saturday, February 14 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required 
Sunday, February 15 
 Office Closed 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 Confessions 10:40 a.m. 
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in hall 
 Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not req during Mass 
Monday, February 16 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, February 17 
 Happy Mardi Gras! 
 Office CLOSED 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Wednesday, February 18—Ash Wednesday 
 Office CLOSED 
 Confessions at 10:35am 
 English Mass @ 11:00am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Thursday, February 19 
 Office CLOSED  
 Confessions at 9:10am 
 Latin Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  

 
    No daily Mass on 2/10, 2/12 & 2/17  

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God  

                                                                  and greater love to our neighbors. 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

             Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Date Mass Intention/Requested 

2/8/26 Sung English Mass Gregory Thompson+ 
By Mary Thompson 

2/10/26 Private Mass Personal Intention 

2/12/26 Private Mass Deacon & Mrs. Gene Brady+ 
By Love Family 

2/15/26 Sung English Mass Steven Fox+ 
By Sharon Fox 

2/18/26 Low English Mass Mary Pittari+ 
By Pittari Family 

2/19/26 
Low Vatican II  

Latin Mass 
John R. Secord+ 

By John and Lori McCarley 

2/22/26 Sung English Mass Doris Hunt+ 
By Pauline Cavanaugh 

Mass Key 
Low Mass: little/no singing and no incense.  
Sung Mass: hymns and moderate chanting and may have incense. 
Solemn Mass: hymns, extensive chanting, and incense. 

Liturgical Schedule 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook, Maureen Pierce,  

Marianne Mahaffey, Zan Smith, Paul Schmitt, Carolyn 
Bruce, John Turner, Mason Dorsey, Bill St. John,  

Mike Oleksyk, Sathena Cabler, John Mavar, Pat Fay,  
Jim Schulte, Christopher Travis, Fred Gehrisch, Sr.,  

Claire Vaugn, Eric Klausner 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE  
SOULS IN PURGATORY 

Jim and Thelma Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins,  
Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Patricia 

Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, 
Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn,  
Lucille Devane, Carolyn Neupauer, John Wilding, 

James and Laure Walsh, Joan Hatch, Lee Smith, Joe and 
Tess Cowen, Sue Schulte, Steven Fox, Donald McBurney 
Marilyn Riva, George Schmitt, Frank Neely, Pope Francis,  

Patricia Bollinger, Father Francis, Father Casmir,  
Martin de Laureal, Sandra & Emilio Delgado,  

Anthony Bruno, Greg Thompson, Barbara Molloy,  
Chip & Susan Robert, Howard Golwen 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 
MILITARY/DEPLOYED 

Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States 
in the military and contract workers deployed in hostile areas. 



 

 

Community 
Coat Drive 
Sponsored by  

Mountain Rotary 

Help local families stay warm. 
Donate new or clean used 

coats and/or warm clothing. 
Drop in bins by 
church doors.  

    Father Barone’s Column 

 
A Very Important Event for the Church in 2026 
Excerpts from National Catholic Register’s Article on the Recent SSPX Announcement 

 

The following excerpt provides good background information regarding what will likely be a 
top event in the life of the Church in 2026 with many ramifications. The situation is develop-
ing. Negotiations with the Vatican have already been announced. I plan to address this fur-
ther as the issue unfolds. ~Fr. Barone 

“The Priestly Society of Saint Pius X (SSPX) announced Monday that it plans to consecrate new bishops 
on July 1 even without authorization from the Holy See, a move that would likely lead to automatic excommu-
nication of all the bishops who take part and harden a decades-old split with Rome  

The SSPX, which exclusively celebrates the traditional Latin Mass and maintains doctrinal differences 
with certain teachings and reforms of the Second Vatican Council, has not consecrated new bishops since 1988 
when the Society’s founder, Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre, consecrated four bishops without Rome’s approval. 
The move directly contravened canon law and led to their, and the archbishop’s, automatic excommunication.  

Even though Benedict XVI remitted the 1988 excommunications in 2009, the Vatican says the SSPX 
exists in a state of “institutional irregularity” or “imperfect communion” with the Holy See, lacking a formal, 
recognized canonical structure. Ongoing doctrinal disagreements are the stated reason why no stable canonical 
structure has yet been granted.  

The SSPX, which reportedly has over 700 priests and around 600,000 adherents worldwide, said Mon-
day that its Superior General Father Davide Pagliarani requested an audience with Pope Leo last August to pre-
sent, “in a filial manner,” the current situation of the SSPX, including its need for bishops.   

The society’s statement continued: “After having long matured his reflection in prayer, and having re-
ceived from the Holy See, in recent days, a letter which does not in any way respond to our requests, Father 
Pagliarani, in harmony with the unanimous advice of his Council,” has decided to proceed with consecrating 
new bishops.  

The SSPX has only two serving bishops: Bishop Bernard Fellay, 67, a former superior general of the 
Society, and Bishop Alfonso de Galarreta, 69. ...[] Consecrating new bishops will ensure that new priests can be 
ordained in the years ahead as the remaining two bishops approach retirement.   
Both Benedict XVI and Francis tried to regularize the SSPX gradually, with Pope Benedict pursuing dialogue 
that was halted in 2017. Pope Francis granted faculties for confessions and marriages while keeping doctrinal 
issues open. [the article continues…] 

Plan Ahead for Your Lenten Journey 

Stations of the Cross at 12:00 noon  
followed by Soup and Scripture  

Every Friday in Lent 
Book: Hebrews: A Catholic Bible Commentary on the  

New Testament by Trusted Catholic Biblical Scholars by Mary Healy 

St. Blaise 
Saint Blaise (4th-century) is best known as the patron saint 
of throat illnesses, celebrated on February 3rd with the traditional 
"Blessing of the Throats". According to tradition, he was a bishop 
and physician in Armenia who saved a child from choking on a fish-
bone. He is also the patron saint of wool combers, wild animals, and, 
in some traditions, for protection against diseases.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Blessing+of+the+Throats&rlz=1C1UEAD_enUS1089US1089&oq=who+was+St.+Blaise&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgWGB4yDQgCEAAYhgMYgAQYigUyCggDEAAYgAQYogQyCggEEAAYogQYiQUyCggFEAAYogQYiQUyBwgGEAAY7wXSAQk2MjM1ajBqMTWoAgywAgHxBdFK20


 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

Items still needed for Phase I 
*Paved parking lot—$140,000 

Front Steps from sidewalk—$40,000 (secured) 
Lawn/landscaping—$55,000 (secured) 

Latest News 
Go to our YouTube Channel  

OLMSt.Jude’s  
to see the latest video update. 

                               

Campaign 

Update 

As of  

Feb 5, 2026 

 
 

 
Memorialization  

Opportunities 
For our New Church 

 
Memorials are a permanent and holy gift to consider for our 
loved ones, living or deceased.  
   Altars, Linens, Stations, Candles and More! 
Pricing will include a bronze plaque with your  
appropriate dedication.  
Contact Catherine Turner at  

MemorializeOLM@gmail.com 

Phase 1 Goal $12,871,451 

Amount Pledged $12,563,966 

Still To Be Raised $307,484 

Amount Collected $11,762,090 

% of Goal ($ pledged) %98 

Number of Donors 400 

Rate of Participation 

(FT & PT Parishioners) 
62% 

OLM Website Catholic Resources 

 Do you have questions about the     
Catholic faith or want to know more, 
Our website now has a resource page 

with a great number of links to helpful 
videos that explain various aspects of 
the Faith. Check it out on our website. 

 

Www.Olmhighlands.com 

Scripture  
Resources 

Capital 
Campaign 

YouTube 

Are you a new Catholic or interested in the Catholic 
Faith? Join our series of discussions where you can 
ask questions about the Christian faith and Catholic 
teachings in a relaxed environment to help you learn 
more about Jesus and the Catholic Church and deter-
mine if you feel called to continue the process. We 
meet every other Tuesday at a parishioner’s home 
located between Highlands & Cashiers from  
6p - 7:30p.  

Call the office for more specific information.  

A CALL TO SHARE 
                                                   

    
 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 
*Includes mail in donations 

Mass Date Attendance Collection 

January 18 87 $2,928.00* 

Mission Coll  $405.00 

Online Giving As of 2/3/26 $1,200.00 

 
 

 

 

Need to Catch-Up? 
Are you in need of catching up on your sacraments? Have 
you not yet received baptism, first Holy Communion, 
confirmation? Do you need to have your marriage regu-
larized in the Catholic Church?  

Please contact the office.  

828-526-2418 


