
 

 

 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

  Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE 
Tuesday  @ 9:30 a.m.   

Thursday 
Vatican II Latin Mass @ 9:30 a.m. 

 

 
   CONFESSION   

  Tuesday 9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. 
 Thursday 9:10 a.m. -9:25 a.m. 

Sunday— 10:40 a.m. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  

8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

CHURCH HOURS 
7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

(Pin may be required-2418) 
 

SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 
(828) 634-1377 

 
Father’s door is always open. 

Call   828-526-2418 
For an appointment                          

Mission Staff 
Parochial Administrator—Rev. Fr. Jason Barone 

Office Administrator – Lori McCarley 
Bookkeeper—Karen Sledge 

Director of Operations -Thomas Fitzpatrick 
Technology—John McCarley 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte 

January 25,  2026 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Readings for Sunday 
First Reading: Isaiah 8: 23-9:3 

Psalm: 27: 1,4,13-14 
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 

Gospel: Matthew 4: 12-23 

Address: 315 N. 5th St., Highlands, NC 28741 * Phone: (828) 526-2418 

Email: olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org * Website: olmhighlands.com 

Channel Name: OLMSt.Jude’s 

Page Name: Our Lady of the Mountains 
                   Catholic Church 

Church hours for private prayer are Monday—Sunday, 8:00am-6:00pm. 

Church access code is 2418. 

 

Our Lady of the Mountains Catholic Church 

Highlands, North Carolina 



 

 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 25, 2026 

Parish Calendar 
 
Friday, January 23 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Saturday, January 24 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required 
Sunday, January 25 
 Office Closed 
 Confessions 10:40 a.m. 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in Hall 
 Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not required during Mass 
Monday, January 26 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, January 27 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Confessions 9:10am 
 English Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Wednesday, January 28 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not Req during office hours. 
Thursday, January 29 
 Office CLOSED  
 Confessions at 9:10am 
 Latin Vatican II Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not Req during office hours 
Friday,  January 30 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required 
Saturday, January 31 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7am—6pm; Pin Required 
Sunday, February 1 
 Office Closed 
 Rosary @ 10:35am 
 Confessions 10:40 a.m. 
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship following Mass in hall 
 Church Open 7am-6pm; Pin not req during Mass 
Monday, February 2 
 Office Closed 
 Church Open 7:00am—6:00pm-Pin Required  
Tuesday, February 3 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Confessions at 9:10am 
 English Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Wednesday, February 4 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  
Thursday, February 5 
 Office Open 8:00am-2:00pm  
 Confessions at 9:10am 
 Latin Mass @ 9:30am 
 Church Open 7a—6pm; Pin not req during office hours  

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God  

                                                                  and greater love to our neighbors. 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

             Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Date Mass Intention/Requested 

1/25/26 Sung English Mass Debbie Herrington 
By Sharon Fox 

1/27/26 Low English Mass Bob and Becky Fisher 
By DeDe Austin 

1/29/26 Low Vatican II  

Latin Mass 

Diane Jama 
By Sharon Fox 

2/1/26 Sung English Mass Steven Fox+ 
By Sharon Fox 

2/3/26 Low English Mass Tom and Rose Hill 
By Hill Family 

2/5/26 Low Vatican II  Greg Thompson+ 
By Ellen Nolan 

2/8/26 Sung English Mass Gregory Thompson+ 
By Mary Thompson 

Mass Key 
Low Mass: little/no singing and no incense.  
Sung Mass: hymns and moderate chanting and may have incense. 
Solemn Mass: hymns, extensive chanting, and incense. 

Liturgical Schedule 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook, Maureen Pierce,  

Marianne Mahaffey, Zan Smith, Paul Schmitt, Carolyn 
Bruce, John Turner, Mason Dorsey, Bill St. John,  

Mike Oleksyk, Sathena Cabler, John Mavar, Pat Fay,  
Jim Schulte, Christopher Travis, Fred Gehrisch, Sr.,  

Claire Vaugn, Eric Klausner 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE  
SOULS IN PURGATORY 

Jim and Thelma Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins,  
Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Patricia 

Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, 
Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn,  
Lucille Devane, Carolyn Neupauer, John Wilding, 

James and Laure Walsh, Joan Hatch, Lee Smith, Joe and 
Tess Cowen, Sue Schulte, Steven Fox, Donald McBurney 
Marilyn Riva, George Schmitt, Frank Neely, Pope Francis,  

Patricia Bollinger, Father Francis, Father Casmir,  
Martin de Laureal, Sandra & Emilio Delgado,  

Anthony Bruno, Greg Thompson, Barbara Molloy,  
Chip & Susan Robert 

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful 
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen. 

 
MILITARY/DEPLOYED 

Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States 
in the military and contract workers deployed in hostile areas. 



 

 

Community 
Coat Drive 
Sponsored by  

Mountain Rotary 

Help local families stay warm. 
Donate new or clean used 

coats and/or warm 
clothing. Drop in 
bins by church 

doors.  

    Father Barone’s Column 

Key Differences Between Catholicism and Protestantism 
 

While Catholics and Protestants agree on numerous theological points, important differences persist. Preserv-
ing both honesty and charity, we are obligated to recognize what keeps us apart with the hopes that, with the 
help of the Holy Spirit, we can work towards full unity.  

Please also keep in mind that Protestantism is not one religion, but literally thousands of denomina-
tions with varying perspectives on across the theological issues. So, even if no single Protestant denomination 
agrees with the entire list below, as a group they do.  

Lastly, virtually all these beliefs were unheard of anywhere in Christendom and throughout history 
prior to the sixteenth century and thus are considered novelties. 

 

Salvation: Salvation comes by faith alone as opposed to faith working through love. 

• Authority: While divine authority was given to the apostles, that authority was not handed on 
to the next generation. Therefore, the only divine authority left is scripture. 

• Church Structure: The Church is not hierarchical, but decentralized.Church leadership is not 
appointed from above, but elected from below. 

• Church Nature: The Church is not a visible institution, but an invisible collection of believers. 

• Interpreting Scripture: The Church is not needed for an authoritative interpretation of Scrip-
ture. Rather, every believer with the Holy Spirit is able to authoritatively interpret Scripture. 

• Nature of Faith: The act of faith is something that man does as opposed to a divine power 
placed in his soul. 

• Priesthood: There is no ministerial priesthood, but only the priesthood of the baptized. 

• Sacraments: Christ instituted only two sacraments, namely baptism and Eucharist. 

• Baptism: Baptism does nothing objective to the soul, but is merely the believer's outward 
sign of coming to belief. 

• Eucharist: The Eucharist is not a true sacrifice and Jesus is not truly present. 

• Other Sacraments: The other five sacraments are man-made and not effective. Priests can-
not forgive sins. Anointing does nothing, etc., 

• Mary and the Saints: Mary and the saints are not to be honored or prayed to. 

• Marian Dogmas: Mary was not conceived without sin, nor was she a perpetual virgin, nor 
was she bodily assumed into heaven, nor is she queen of heaven and earth. Many Protestants 
bristle at Mary's title as Mother of God. 

• Purgatory: There is no purgatory. 

• Relics: Relics are not to be venerated. 

• Canon of Scripture: Seven books of the Old Testament are to be removed because they 
were not divinely inspired: namely 1 & 2 Maccabees,Baruch, Judith, Sirach, Wisdom, Tobit. 

• Morals: Divorce & remarriage as well as contraception are broadly accepted. 

• End of Life: There are no last rites and there is no praying for the dead.  

Plan Ahead for Your Lenten Journey 

Stations of the Cross at 12:00 noon  followed by Soup and Scripture  
Every Friday in Lent 

Book referenced at Soup and Scripture: Hebrews: A Catholic Bible Commentary on the 

New Testament by Trusted Catholic Biblical Scholars by Mary Healy 



 

 

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

Items still needed for Phase I 
*Paved parking lot—$140,000 

Front Steps from sidewalk—$40,000 (secured) 
Lawn/landscaping—$55,000 (secured) 

Latest News 
Go to our YouTube Channel  

OLMSt.Jude’s  
to see the latest video update. 

                               

Campaign 

Update 

As of  

Jan. 20, 2026 

 
 

 
Memorialization  

Opportunities 
For our New Church 

 
Memorials are a permanent and holy gift to consider for our 
loved ones, living or deceased.  
   Altars, Linens, Stations, Candles and More! 
Pricing will include a bronze plaque with your  
appropriate dedication.  
Contact Catherine Turner at  

MemorializeOLM@gmail.com 

Phase 1 Goal $12,871,451 

Amount Pledged $12,539,543 

Still To Be Raised $331,908 

Amount Collected $11,646216 

% of Goal ($ pledged) %97 

Number of Donors 398 

Rate of Participation 

(FT & PT Parishioners) 
62% 

OLM Website Catholic Resources 

 Do you have questions about the     
Catholic faith or want to know more, 
Our website now has a resource page 

with a great number of links to helpful 
videos that explain various aspects of 
the Faith. Check it out on our website. 

 

Www.Olmhighlands.com 

Scripture  
Resources 

Capital 
Campaign 

YouTube 

Are you a new Catholic or interested in the Catholic 
Faith? Join our series of discussions where you can 
ask questions about the Christian faith and Catholic 
teachings in a relaxed environment to help you learn 
more about Jesus and the Catholic Church and deter-
mine if you feel called to continue the process. We 
meet every other Tuesday at a parishioner’s home 
located between Highlands & Cashiers from  
6p - 7:30p.  

Call the office for more specific information.  

A CALL TO SHARE 
                                                   

    
 
 
 

Thank you for your support! 
*Includes mail in donations 

Mass Date Attendance Collection 

January 18 87 $2,928.00* 

Mission Coll  $405.00 

Online Giving As of 1/20/26 $3,845.00 

 
 

 

 

Need to Catch-Up? 
Are you in need of catching up on your sacraments? Have 
you not yet received baptism, first Holy Communion, 
confirmation? Do you need to have your marriage regu-
larized in the Catholic Church?  

Please contact the office.  

828-526-2418 


