
 

 

Our Lady of the Mountains  

Catholic Church 
Highlands, North Carolina 

MASS SCHEDULE 

 Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m. 
(May 25-Oct 26, 2024) 

Sunday Mass: 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday: English Mass 9:30 a.m.   

For Latin Mass information, please call the office. 

 

HOLY DAY SCHEDULE 
Ash Wednesday, February 14 

12:00pm 
 

      CONFESSION   

  Tuesday 9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. 
 Thursday 9:00 a.m. -  9:15 a.m. 

 

ADORATION 
Thursday: 8:30-9:15 a.m. 

 

BENEDICTION 
Thursday 9:15 a.m. 

 

MORNING PRAYERS/LAUDS 
  Tuesday 9:10 a.m. - 9:25 a.m. 

 Thursday 9:00 a.m. -  9:15 a.m. 

 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday  

9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
 

SACRAMENTAL EMERGENCY 
(828) 634-1377 

                                             

Mission Staff 
Parochial Administrator—Rev. Fr. Jason Barone 

Secretary– Lori McCarley 
Executive Assistant—John Paul Torres 

Sacristan—Mary Dodge 

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Charlotte 

January 7, 2024 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Sunday, January 7, 2024 Readings 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Address: 315 N. 5th St., Highlands, NC 28741 * Phone: (828) 526-2418 

Email: olmountainshighlands@rcdoc.org * Website: olmhighlands.com 



 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
January 7, 2024 

Parish Calendar 

Friday, January 5 
 Office and Church Closed 
Saturday, January 6 
 Office and Church Closed 
Sunday, January 7 
 Rosary @ 10:40am    
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship 12:00 noon 
Monday, January 8 
 Office and Church Closed 
Tuesday, January 9 
 Office and Church Open 9:00am-3:00pm 
 Confessions  9:10am-9:25am 
 Morning Prayer/Lauds 9:10am 
 Mass @ 9:30am 
Wednesday, January 10 
 Office and Church Open 9:00am-3:00pm 
Thursday, January 11 
 Office and Church Open 9:00am-3:00pm 
 Holy Hour 8:30am-9:30am 
              Confession 9:00am-9:15am 
 Morning Prayer/Lauds 9:00am 
 Benediction 9:15am 
 Mass @ 9:30am 
Friday, January 12 
 Office and Church Closed 
Saturday, January 13 
 Office and Church Closed 
Sunday, January 14 
 Rosary @ 10:40am    
 Mass @ 11:00am  
 Food and Fellowship 12:00 

Our vision is to become a beacon of Catholic faith on the plateau by giving  due glory to God  

and greater love to our neighbors. 

Our mission is to walk humbly in God’s presence through prayer and service as a loving  

                                  Catholic community dedicated to the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. 

Date Mass Intention/Requested 

1/7/24 Sung English Mass Deacon & Mrs. Gene Brady+ 
By Scott and Joan Love 

1/9/24 Low Latin Mass Mary Long+ 
By Ellen Nolan 

1/11/24 Low English Mass Sue Schulte+ 
By Jim Schulte 

1/14/24 Sung English Mass Steven Fox+ 
By Sharon Fox 

1/21/24 Sung English Mass Wynter Rose Mahoney 
By Ellen Nolan 

1/23/24 Low Latin Mass Madison Bieler 
By Ellen Nolan 

Capital Campaign Nuts and Bolts                           
Thank you to everyone for making payments to your 
pledge. Reminders will be sent via mail or email but, 
you may make a payment at anytime. Payments can be 
made via mail, or by dropping it off in the offertory bas-
ket or at the office. Notate 
capital campaign in the 
memo line. You may also 
pay online by using your 
Parish Soft Offering ac-
count or create an account 
at this Link 

Stock Gifts—When using 
stock for your donation, 
complete form provided 
on OLM website. Page 1 
is to be mailed to the dio-
cese. Page 2 is given to your broker. Diocese cannot 
process in a timely manner unless Page 1 is received.  

Mass Key 
Low Mass: little/no singing and no incense.  
Sung Mass: hymns and moderate chanting and may have incense. 
Solemn Mass: hymns, extensive chanting, and incense. 

Liturgical Schedule 

Mass Date 

 
Offertory MTD Online  

Giving 

Attendance 

Dec. 31, 2023 $3,262.04* $930.60 192 

*Includes Sunday offertory collection and mailed in donations. 

It’s Not Too Late to 

Pledge 

You may still make a pledge 
to Building a Beacon of Cath-
olic Faith capital     campaign 
either by dropping your   
commitment card in the of-
fertory     basket or at the 
office. You may also pledge 
online on our website or at 
this Link. 

The parish office  

will be  

closed on  

Wednesday 

Jan 17, 2024 

https://olmhighlands.com/give/
https://olmhighlands.com/give/


 

 

  PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Suzette Oleksyk, Denise Cook,  Bishop Gregory,  Maureen  Pierce, Marianne Mahaffey 

Zan Smith, Mary Beth Brody, John Wilding, Paul Schmitt, Carolyn Bruce 
 

MILITARY/DEPLOYED 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military and contract workers deployed in dangerous areas. 

 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THE SOULS OF OUR FAITHFUL DEPARTED  

Jim and Thelma Petrone, Jef Kotzan, Adele Hopkins, Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski,  
Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, 

Lucille Devane, Carolyn Neupauer, James and Laure Walsh, Joan Hatch, Steve Fox, Lee Smith,  
Sue Schulte, Marilyn Riva, George Schmitt, Frank Neely, Patricia Bollinger 

Father Barone’s Column 
 
The Lord has Made his Salvation Known to the Whole World 
Pope Saint Leo the Great 

 

The loving providence of God determined that in the last days he would aid the world, 
set on its course to destruction. He decreed that all nations should be saved in Christ. 
  A promise had been made to the holy patriarch Abraham in regard to these nations. He 
was to have a countless progeny, born not from his body but from the seed of faith. His 
descendants are therefore compared with the array of the stars. The father of all nations 
was to hope not in an earthly progeny but in a progeny from above. 
  Let the full number of the nations now take their place in the family of the patriarchs. 
Let the children of the promise now receive the blessing in the seed of Abraham, the blessing renounced by 
the children of his flesh. In the persons of the Magi let all people adore the Creator of the universe; let God 
be known, not in Judaea only, but in the whole world, so that his name may be great in all Israel. 
  Dear friends, now that we have received instruction in this revelation of God’s grace, let us celebrate with 
spiritual joy the day of our first harvesting, of the first calling of the Gentiles. Let us give thanks to the merci-
ful God, who has made us worthy, in the words of the Apostle, to share the position of the saints in light, who 
has rescued us from the power of darkness, and brought us into the kingdom of his beloved Son. As Isaiah 
prophesied: the people of the Gentiles, who sat in darkness, have seen a great light, and for those who dwelt 
in the region of the shadow of death a light has dawned. He spoke of them to the Lord: The Gentiles, who do 
not know you, will invoke you, and the peoples, who knew you not, will take refuge in you. 

Coat Drive 

Donate new or slightly used/clean coats to Highlands families in need.  

Drop off is at the church office T,W,R or in the bins at each church door when coming to 
Masses.  

    Collection Envelopes for 2024-2025 

Are you wanting collection envelopes  

printed with your family name? 

 

Email or call the office by Jan 17th, 

New season starts May 1, 2024 

Upcoming Meetings To Attend 

 Zoning Board Meeting  

January 22nd @ 5:30pm 

Community Building 

71 Poplar St., Highlands 

Finance Council Meeting 

January 23th @ 10:30am 

Parish Hall 

Pastoral Council Meeting 

January 25th @ 10:30am 

Parish Hall 



 

 

 

 

 

Are you in need of catching up on your sacraments? Have you 
not yet received baptism, first Holy Communion, confirma-
tion? Do you need to have your marriage regularized in the 

Catholic Church?  

Please contact the office. We would like to help. 

Watch or share  

Father Barone's homily for  

Fallen away Catholics. 

Seminarians in Need 

"Occasionally, a seminarian will ask me (Father Barone)  if I know someone who can sponsor a particular need. For instance, 
airfare to Newark because he has a free trip to the Holy Land, but is responsible for getting to Newark. I thought it might 
be helpful to have a private list of potential benefactors so that when a request comes my way, I can connect them to inter-
ested potential sponsors. If you're interested, please let the office know." 

Fr. Barone’s door is always open.  
   If you’d like to schedule an appointment,  

please call John Paul at  
828-526-2418 or email him at  
ExecAsstOLMSTJ@gmail.com 

 

Ongoing Donations  

Highlands Food Pantry 

 
The OLM Ladies Club are collecting donations of toiletry 
items each week to support our local community food 
bank. Bins are located at each door for drop offs.  

Visit our  

                  YouTube  

                    Channel  

Saint Andre Bessette –Feast Day January 6  Patron Saint of Teachers 
 
Alfred Bessette was born in Quebec on August 9, 1845, and he was orphaned by the 

time he was 12. He had to work to support himself and had little formal education, but from an 
early age he had a lively faith and a strong devotion to St. Joseph. After a few years trying to 
find work in the United States, he returned to Quebec. There, his childhood pastor encouraged 
him to consider a vocation to religious life. He sent Alfred to the Congregation with a note that 
said, “I am sending you a saint.” 

Initially, Holy Cross did not accept Alfred because of his poor health. He had been bap-
tized right after birth because they had been afraid that he might not live more than a few days, 
and he was sickly all his life. Alfred, however, was not discouraged, with the assistance of the 
Archbishop of Montreal, received entrance into the Holy Cross Novitiate on  December 27, 
1870. 

Upon entering the Novitiate, Alfred took the name André, which was the name of his 
childhood pastor. Given his frail health and lack of a formal education, Brother André was as-
signed as doorkeeper of Notre Dame College in Montreal. He continued this assignment as a professed brother. Among his 
many duties, he greeted visitors and tended to their needs. 

Many people began to experience physical healings after praying with Brother   André, and his reputation as a healer 
began to spread. His desire to increase devotion to St. Joseph inspired him to found a shrine to his favorite saint across the 
street from Notre Dame College. He saved the money he earned from giving haircuts at five cents apiece, eventually earning 
the $200 he needed to construct a simple structure. This shrine opened on October 19, 1904, and in 1909, Brother André was 
released from his duties as doorkeeper and assigned full-time as the caretaker of the Oratory of St. Joseph. 

The Oratory attracted large numbers of pilgrims, and plans were made to construct a large basilica. Brother André’s 
full-time ministry for the rest of his life was to receive the long lines of sick visitors who flocked to the Oratory to see him. He 
became known as the “Miracle Man of Montreal,” and thousands of miraculous healings were attributed to his intercession 
over the following decades. 

Brother André died on January 6, 1937 at the age of 91. On October 17, 2010, St. André Bessette became the first saint 
of the Congregation of Holy Cross when he was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI. 

Source: HolyCrossCongregation.org 

Guest Speaker: Paul Zucarelli 

      Presentation on His Near Death  

                     Experience 

                  Click here to view 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4fhhwHr39Q&t=1000s

